In "The Korean War: The Economic and Strategic Impact on Japan," Michael Schaller describes how Japan's economy benefited from the war and how Japan acquired peace and security agreements with the United States. Shaller's article provides scholars with many new insights into Japan's economic recovery during the Korean War. For example, he indicates that at the peak of the war in 1952 nearly three thousand Japanese firms held Korean War-related contracts with U.S. companies. These contracts related to goods such as textiles, construction, automotive, metal, chemical, and communication facilities. At the same time, Schaller explains how the Korean War enabled the State and Defense Departments to lay aside their differences regarding a peace treaty with Japan and allow Truman to send John Foster Dulles to negotiate peace and security agreements with Japan. Between 1950 and 1952, Dulles worked with Japan's representative, Shigeru Yoshida, to complete peace and security treaties. He also persuaded leaders of the Philippines and Britain, with its Commonwealth members Australia and New Zealand, to accept U.S. peace terms with Japan. One important part of Dulles's security treaty with Japan permitted the United States to retain air bases in Japan for an indefinite period after the U.S. occupation ended.
Finally, a "Conclusion" chapter by William Stueck reviews the book's previous chapters. He especially notes that documents from the Central Intelligence Agency and other archival and classified documents remain to be declassified before scholars can learn more about political and diplomatic aspects of the Korean War.
Scholars will note that this book does not deal with military aspects of the Korean War, including the role of the United Kingdom and its Commonwealth partners. These items may be found in A Revolutionary War, edited by William J. Williams (Chicago: Imprint Publications, 1993).
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